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OUR HERITAGE
by Robert D. Blue ;

GOVERNOR OF |OWA, 1945-174%

i : individual , has a distinet personality,

mmﬂﬂ i mif:un:n}ﬁ::skp;r‘ﬁ{s and chilldren. All sens or daughters of a city or

nation . dﬁ:nmm of the heredity they received from the founding fathers of the

cﬁﬁm:.u:y mﬂ the environment which 11m.r:1ﬂrb|';d them.
heri 7 Youought : . .

M:ﬂu ﬁt::!uy::ruc Ea;“gsl'; Grove is located was Indian Territory. Ten yeury

. M‘Mﬂuﬂsmmm.ﬂy 1876, Wright County had been surveyed pnd

ll::r' ty map shows a small mark indicating the location of Eagle Grove. Fx-

lm:ﬁr;“;nm the map was a proposed railrond line. It wasn't until 1081 that e
railroad was built and Eagle Grove became viable and alive.

t bé samething before he can do something. S0 when Engle

Gmm‘. s m,nl:m nilrosd ion, things started to happen. The city incorporated,
sirests were lnI; :ul and pjcl:‘p?:afll'l:’:ln ai[ilE:ralku of life r:aflf: to make it their home. It
became a frontier community. The people who came (o work an the railroad were ag
colorful and exciting a8 the characters in a novel. People came to Eagle Grove, bul
Eagle Grove people also traveled to the cultural and business centers of that day,
bringing back news and new ideas.

More than 20 passenger trains a day, loaded with people going north, south, east,
and west, passed through the Northwestern station where often three or four
passenger trains were standing with their steam engines panting ns passengors
loaded, unloaded and transferred from one train to another, |

In many ways it was an unlikely site on which to build a eity, The terrain was flot
- and in arainy season the streets turned into a sea of mud axle deep. In and around the

ity there were ponds and sloughs filled with bullheads, frogs, snakes and mosquitoes.

Governor Rober! 0. Blue's gistinguished career in
public service demensirates his own pride |n c::;
nerilage as Ameéricans and as lbwar::. neanl:':;w

ity atlarmey. cily atiarney.,
%"é.ﬂn'fﬂ'f rzinwl?; arrd majarity fopr leader,
t-gaw r and as governor.

mfiirfngl“u: m“;:fﬁi-n'w. hnrqu in Eagle Grove, nas

always been one of {ts most loyal and arden! l-lllIFl
fers. Much in demand as a public spea Tf

f:r.mhnul the yoars, he has also given aer!.t-mull:
ol his time and energy o many human CRusEs
other ways. :
 His u::'ci- ol voluntary service lo he ?31:.:;
especially notewarthy : Member al Naliona et
of Hospitals and Homes of the Methodist Churea
Member of the Methodist Hall ol Fame: M!|$ e
and Presiding Officer over fhe Plenary 5ess o
the Federal State Conference on Aging mmh-etm'

ppainied by Presiden! Eisenhower as 8 Eneiartﬂ“
mﬂmmn 1o plan the White House T afice o0
in 1961; Detegate 1u..ﬂwmlr':: mﬂ:ﬂ Con ission o0

ging: Sta rman of | owa ComMmIsAHL
Aging; "ﬂmr of The National Assoc(atieh
e Units on Aging: and Member ol Ihe 0
Committes on Aging |
1h, Education and Wellare.

My father told me that he shot ducks in the areawhere Cal's supermarket is located.
A small child waa drowned in 0 marshy ares in the block south of the Methodist
Church.

A railroad junction doesn’t make o eity and an unfavorable lerrain doesn 't prevent
the building of ane. It takes people to build. 1t is the nature of good men to build and of
ovil men o tear down, Good peaple overcame adverse physical conditions and built
Eaptle Grove. It s from thess people thal we recelve our heritage.

What kind of peaple were these men? When Fagle Grove was born, the steam engine
was as glamourous as the fet plane s lodsy. The men who came to work on the
ratlroad were & hearty and often an adventurous lot. But civilization and culture have
always followed the arteries of transportation, whether they be land, sea. ot tir .

S0 along with the railroad adventurers eame business and professional men with
their wives and [amilles. These men were merchants, bankers, lawyers, doctors,
dentists, preachers and teachers who lnid the economie, sociul, relipious, cultisral and
educational foundations upon which this community in built,

‘The Equality (lub sponsored the winter lyceum and the simmer chataunqua where
politicians and entertainers of national renown were presented and left thelr impact,
A Carnegie Libeary wag built.

In the areas adjoining the city, the Troy Culture Club and the Evergreen Club were
providing their contributions o the social and cultural life of the commumnity.

The merchanls were providing for the personal needs and the implements of
husbandry to make the prairie bloom. The churches were building a moral climate so
essential to the making of a well rounded person or community.

Who were these mon? I cannot name them all, but such names as Hewett, Paine,
Smith, Wright, Fitzmaurice, Miller, Packman, Porter, Keith, Atwood, Fort, Mo-
Donald, Haker, McGrath, Morse, Wills, Vaughn, Goldsmith, Armbeuster, Spangler,
Stryker, Prehm, Middleton, Brisbin, Christenson, Smallpage, Schaffler, Fisher, Cole,
Barnes, O"Toole, Parker, Flynn, Odenheimer, Wasem, Moats, Donly, Willlamson,
James, Yearous, Hallock, McNaughton, Bpringer, Cowan, Grundy, Ashton, Correll,
Wilson, Southwell, Allen, Quimby, Winters, Cantillion, Hall, Buchannan, Howland,
Blake, Henneberry, and a host of others come to mind.

Whit is our heritage? It s the heritage of aoventure and of men who had vislon: a
heritage of culture and education, of decency, morality and friendliness.

Today when visitors from Indis or Alrica come to visit the bean plant, they pay
tribute to the vislon and business acumen of the fathers of this community.

The Motto, “Head, Heart, Hand and Health” of the 4-H Clubs sprouted and grew in
the favorahle social and more! elimate in this community and has made a world-wide
impact.

When students from around the world at a college or university or in schools
scattered across the nation, attend n closs presided over by professors or teschers
who received their early education in the Eagle Grove Schools, they are beaneficiaries
of the heritage of this community.

The contributions of the sons and dnughters of this city have made the world a
better place in which to live.

-1 is a good and a proud heritage.




-

MY TOM SAWYER STORY
by jm!m Reider

road maps of Towa. A [ingertip at the centor of
-r::;r:iwnn 15 l‘-llli:'l[I ‘:&hﬁmm on Highway 00 labeled Eagle Grove.
the almost
Today it is a relaxed

{hina

place of 4,300 whers the corn grows as high as an elephant's
the difference between a Hampshire and a Polang

Relder, now retired, has been a
lam. postmaster, and rural mail carrier in
Eggle Grove where he was born in ]905‘..

Writing has been his hobby. He wrote My
Tom Sawyer Town'' and sold it to the Fard
Times in 1954, George Shane was com-
missioned to illustrate it, and Mr. Reidt;r
accompanied him when he visited Eagle
Grove scenes of the story. s

Mr. Shane painted six watercolors,

wh Ford Times scheduled publication of
m«m did not publish it, Times and

the car [ the magazine changed so that
the aditor released the original story to M-

ventured out into ““The World, " a place we were eager hut fearful to investigate, They

Hut when T'was Tom's age “"Eagle" was o bustling railroad junetion Nexing its ron
muscles all over central Iowa. Trains by the score rolled in and out of luw‘n daily
Business boomed on the Chicago Great Western. It was better yet an the Chicago
North Western which maintained division headguarters with a twenty ﬁthjl round-
housa and everything that went with it. And oo the timetablp maps Eagle Grove was
a splash of black ink not so much smaller, compuratively, than mighty Chicago itself

EAGLE GROVE hoyns succumnbed early to the lure of the steam engines, and wéré
inclined to measure other boys by the same vardstick. If cousin from a ;JL:t:ant lown

was mentioned favorably, we were apt to say, “Aw go an. Il bet he's never aven been
inside the roundhouse!”

The first visit to that dim, smoky cavern was unforgettnble. Stricken giants of the
rails stood cold and powerless—wheels gone, vitals removed— while men armed with
torches and sledge hammers swarmed over them like ants. Farther around the busay
clrele they were painted and polished.

And then the moment came whin Father, who was an engineer, allowed us to elimb
up inta the cab, to perch on the seat box, to peer anxiously out the windows past the

lang black snout, and to study the dials, valves and levers that throbbes! with walling
power.

Nowander our first game was “Railroad". It was fun to pull an imaginary throttle
on the Rl's that grunted upgrade west of town while smoke from the stacks shot high'
n'the sky to boil and swirl like huge black caulifiowers. We counted the ecnrs,
memorized the names and speculated on contents and destinations.

the sounds were fascinating. The rumble of eval spilling down onto n Lender,
the smoath whoosh of steam, the clack of telegraph keys, or the far-off mournful wail
of a whistle sent delightful small chills down the backbane.

TOM AND HUCK had ‘“The River.” We had *“The Rails.” They were magic path-
ways through fields, over rivers and mountains, leading anywhere o young ad-
venturer might wish to travel. That's why we liked the passenger trains best. They




people in those shiny, banana-yellow cars could be i,

mrmm“wmwu. Once in a while my brother and slipped
M:;t:“mﬂ mﬂmﬂlm and hurried down Lo the North Western depat
away

excitement. Passengers left the trains which arrived frop,
mﬂ“mnhm trip to Chicago, or disappeared into the halloweq
Huﬂm Occidental Hotel, a large frame bullding sprawled alongside the
- with only one smail end given over to depot waiting rooms. Important pegple
'w singers and congressmen were occasional guests, but we kept our eyes
wﬁ'w wreatlers ar U.5. Marshals,

 we enjoyed the pleasant confusion three trains could
g enough, we would choose a lightly-laden drummer ‘,.‘,}"
for a nickel, Mister?" Sometimes it worked. We
hissing wisps of steam to the end of the train and back
entrance where Howie Simmons held the door open
of hand trucks and the brassy clang of engine bells he
s -pmdlul,llsdhu-duﬁadlabhr This
m?:,w.mmmumﬂmwm'
in across his vest, But
and slyly let fly at the spotless cuspidors.
glrﬂm 5! where we lingered until the

No one told us what happened next but we resented syck :

and in retaliation, when there was nothing else to do, “1:;::?:; E:Eﬁ;‘"dmuﬁ-

grounds for clues which might lead to the fortune said to be buried in his bnr'f;:';j
L.

A BOY LIVES A LOT in his imagination and in that field we had to admit Neil
kle, exaggerator delightful. At the time Neil was night policeman and sell-

weight to his words. He loved to hunt, One morning near town he picked up the trail of
Iuﬂudw!uxwhichhclnl]omnllday.m dusk he looked up from his tracking to find
Hlmlfmﬂmmd.sklruni Hawarden, 145 miles distant! Neil admitted to us that his
hnnm&imdwor.tldhsvubemhard preased to follow him that day!

An hour’s hike west of town was the Boone River. Though named after Daniel, it
Wwouldn't have looked like much water to Tom except in the spring whe
overnight it left its banks and rampaged along like a big river. The rest of the time it
wasa  fishing, dreaming-on-the-bank kind of stream; a refuge from such
drudgeries as window washing, grass cutting and rug beating. Horseshoe Bend was
for swimming, Cowan’s Pack dam for carp snagging and Dad Moore's woods fo
berrying, nutting and squirrel hunting.

-

. JoWa seasons furnished plenty of ariety, but for us they were like a rod plush
mﬂﬂﬁﬁt into mgmﬁyum:n unnoticed, except for the pleasures th

. THE FIRST SNOWFALL opened the door on a hast of vivid delights ranging from

Palling to ice-skating, and from hopping bob-sleds to snaring cottontails with



discovering the likes of Horatlo Alger and Jack London,

We loved reading and, after 's best customer and biggest winter-time nuisance.

we quickly became the came again, it was spring. We oiled up the
When footracing and muhtn-ph% the niew crop of boys were given practica]
bikes and pedaled l:yﬁﬁ""lml s off the high bank into six feet of water.

@ were days quiet engugh lo soothe a mother's nerves. Games like Duck-on-
‘Ante-Over were (0o much effort. It seemed more appropriate to hang
life and death, with legs scissored on the bag swing, and drift idly
, rth: This strange lassitude usually overcame us when it was time to take
on the horn for Dad Lamos' Kid Band.
pasitive duys when events stirred us mightily. Like the day the town
7 shot a fugitive forger who made a run for it. “Bug’ Stedman,
and 1 finally worked up courage to climb Kubitschek's dark

: DAY a boy dreams about, & real-life phantasy in which
day of whistles, sirens, bells and shotguns. A wan-

'H y emotion—Armistice . 10181
mﬂﬂm.dﬁw and down main street in
i m wagons, shrilling triumphant insults at the

noise intruded. We hurried to the Nﬂf‘:
i g
haldufm N ataid qld 0c-

 George Shane was at his best when pain-
fllﬂﬂ such subjects as he chose as iliu.ulrn?iun.ﬁ
or M'.l: Reider's story, “My Tom Bawyer
ul‘nl'n. Hin desth in 1969 interrupted an ac-
Figa and successful artistic career.
had been art critic for The Des Moines
Hegister sincw wl&!ﬂw He] was a working
: aveled extensively to
m::' art activities and general news for
He wa q pricticing artist who
s favorite
Subjects were landscapes, small town
: mmmmnnmﬁurhlﬁ
s e compositions.
mf,].fﬁ included first-place in the lowa
Art Show at the Moines Art
Ilm% and the purchase award at the 1947

Mo ht Kirsch, former director of the Des
teart Center, wrote of his worx:

" the basic images into paint

Ot & memuory, romantic at

by the strength of

GEORGE SHANE




1881 Culy 7) 18t newspaper,
i founded by J. C. and A A, Bren | o,
solidaled with Eagle Grove Eagla in 191

iy, 1881 Eagle Grove platted; rallroad trg
Lalosd inid to junction and boxcar pustied ui rm:
_awamp for hesdguariers
1881 Mrs. E. M, Scott and children rode fify
'ﬁmn frain into Engle Grove. (Amy
calt Danly rode the las) C. & N. W. ane intg

'Engli Grove in 1954,

1881 151 Schoal In slore bulleing an north sige
of Epst 3rd 81, [(Ryder Holl] Teacher, A
;I;'ﬂrnu!. pald by private collections, not

1]

1881 Gall platied as “*Norwich®

1881 Woalstock platted; traders annually
expmined and bought from a large stock o!

wool
1881 | (Sitting Buyll, Chie! of the Siolbx,
surrendered, July 31, ending an historical

orn)
1862 Elull Geove incorporated, . M. Scoll,
first mayor
1883 |ndependent School District organized;
f i & t
llgﬁlll Ea;{ﬂgft;e school built; (Moved fo
esent site, 107 N. Commorcial, in 188}
1883 Occidental FHotel built as depathiiel
{The site is now a parking lol east of
Ceniral Park; west (racks torn upl
1884 Rowan laid out; named for Howen
Tamily With “e’" changed lo “a’" because of
Bowen, |a. d
1884 June tornaco wrecked 327 hmldinﬂi
including az‘;;hndlzl Church (Tula
damage: $10,000)

j he
1085 Kate Prahm, 17 years ald, edited T
Ti ‘:u. first woman sditer in lowa

: 7
le Grove population: LIV, )

ur-roam i s site
g I high schogl build f
ih school class graduated in Wrigh
mongd

(East Side) School built at 31

g Cass (401

CHRONOLOGY OF E . G. HISTORy

1994 Dr. . L. Marse's campaign for swamp
drainage finally stccesded. ““The walers
rececied, miving Eagle Grove a  firm
jountation on which 1o build for the

LL S

fi ¥

1893 1t dally newspaper in Wright Ca.; Eagle
Grove Daily Times [Discontinues in 19041

195 Hpimes platted i

1005 Eagle Grove popdlation; over 1,000

1i#s Four roems added Yo Garfield schosl.

1097 151 Eogle Grove cClass fo finish 4year
high sehoal course

189 Company C, ind Regiment, la. Inlaniry
Vplun|eers formed ang 25 1alt from Eagle
Grove 1o sarve in the Spanish-American

War

RO Eagle Grove population: 1557

]-i;lﬁﬂ:ﬂm Hoart schosl Bullt; (torn down in

WA W high  school  Buill (M Kinley)
{present Fine Arts Building)

1943 161 foniball tmam

191 Wt library bosrd appointed

WE Carnmgie Public Library bullt ap 400
Wes! Brosdway: dedicaled on Septemtier
Biwith address by Gowernor A. B, Cum.

mis
THEL 181 car in Eagle Grove.-a ihronwhesler
with chivindrive, stesrsd by a8 stlek; prova
owner was Or, B H, Mccall
}E Ist natural gas service
O HL Betison originated 44 clubs and
mhl_amhnmnna ional; new emblem in

. Company K, Sird Regiment, |owa

. Matlony I°Y organized
e : 13l openadg b:rn?ﬁ LS L. Morse
Faled a5 exceptionally well.eauimoed
: k n
Hﬂhml ’llr-p; area’ until Dr. w;r.f'.f-i'

) Converted 1o & haotel,
g ity Engle Grove's only one: Motal

high schoal anhusl
Un s¢ published
& Grove population: 3,487
} Bryan talked on
tensen Garage (new
Crowd--standing

'[m!., B 110N, Lucas by
MBFavements: Ow of the

o :}hm._tulﬂ_m
resl lights

Mire desiroyed 20
Including oid Ar-

191¥ Clarznce Shuriz
“’éﬂﬂl;r‘m 0roanires R o
sl Side Grade Schiol -
down ; press {Lincoin) torn
Fai !Hltl" N1 high schog| building erecteg
178 Eagle Grove :
1930's Raifrosg muglg:-lu!ﬂﬂm Py
f on neadguaTiers moved
e Masan Cily; malor change in E”
w:Guri:'_\rl‘ BCUngmy ang mdu:lr' nie
~eple Grave Junior C
wtr': 'l'.r'ﬁllrﬂl-‘ﬂdmr Schosl al‘[r:ﬁ:'armumm
= :
= E;;hff:i’uu::vlr dH Dintriet Fair Helg
190 -Eagle Grove wlatian:
::;5 Eagle Grove r:?rﬂl'ﬁir:z-n;.:]m."
7 Occigental Molet Stonmes it
hotel, torn down in }:gﬁw i v
1940 Eagle Grove Fepulation: 400
1941 Worla War 11 Many Eagle Gt?uu: ¥a
men served and gave their livas e
1945 Ajrport Cammisaion Higoinled
::-IT Alrport bond issie
48 Presen! National Guard T ;
aduition in 1951 Haag = et
1930 Eagle Grove papulation: 4,174
1950 5142 million schobl bond (ssiie
P50 Garlield [Qid East Side) scheal larn
down; Lela Howinnd elem. sehosl builh
1§51 Gymnasium, shafs and healing plani
Atdded to high schoo
1951 New mercury vagor sirest lighls in-
stalled In busipess  district and alang
Comm. Awg.
W\ﬁ:.;:::ln elementary schog) buill at @1 N .
1953 Memorial Hall built by American Logion
v o honor all wha disd in Weeld Wi | and 11
1952.58 Sewage treatment syslem completed
i fgur stagon
1984 Last Chicago and Norih Western
gimnaw miade it run intn Engle Grove
1957 flost Olfice moved to new building at 119
5. lowa
1%58 Eagle Grove Communily School District
formed through rearganitation
1940 Eagle Grove population: 4,38
1941 Juntior High building erecled a 1015 NW
1, cha 1o Middie Schoal in 1987 ]
1941 Public Litrary (r.ned cooperative,
Morth lown Libiracy E;:mmm
19543 Rotary Ann Heme b
1945 Old brick pavements resurfaced from
the Methodist Church I Fort Ave, Twd
blocks of original brick remain en :’
Ave. on the wed s ol c;:.t'l (i
1943 Last icagn ang  Grea ;
passenger and mail Irains Ihraugh Eagle

1968 Eagle Grove Junjor College name
changed Central Cammu
.mﬁeﬁﬁmf* Campus: part of new

can' ity Callege building completed

“ﬂ F] 'EWﬂ.'SI;. i

3, Aamarican

1970 ‘Year of new census




RECOLLECTIONS

rwhan.....” Magic has Invested these wordls since timo began as <.
k2 "'W mﬂw from first fo second and third veniera ”m:'furlu
of place s place lo preserve a few representative first-hang Accounty g
m e. It can be a starting-point for personal reminiscengy, for
ource of Information for younger ones.
saurce ‘sources isdim and the yellowed Pages crumble, Evyusight
written so bul voices from the past crackle and boam wip, vitality
 fremble, ber Eagle Grove when......"

.

EARLY PHYSICIAN

d was ane of the earliest Eagle Grove physicians, arrivin aboyt

C. L. Morse. His office was on Fifth street on the Fast Side. The

John and Frank. When he was 75 vears

newspaper in Keokuk, lowa. The following
ve.

d then was to get into remunerative practice as soon as
“of postm mnnrthunluwn.mqueﬂng information
and the outlook for a newcomer. Only ane afforded me

Gity wrote me that a new railroad town named Eagle
ce in Wright county, and it was possible I might find
“But," he added, “the impression is that the town is
"' and he kindly advised me to be careful. To Elagle

made up of hastily erected store buildings and
: Th? of the town had been a cornfield in July,
it had a population of about 1,000. Most of the
“Nﬁ paper was tacked on to the
boarders ns well as the owner's family. To
€18 were pinned between sheets and
the heat and excluding the cold.
front of a store, but for the most part
absence. As long as the ground was
the streets were a good deal like the
@ no autos then to pull us out of
e almost as bad as the strooeis.

B o

snowdrifts had formed the weather would moderate and pop
ﬁe anow. ‘This was Invariably followed in the winter time b;uf:'::ﬂt;];
gurface fure, and a crust would form of sufficient strength o bear up a team. Many
e Ihave driven over fences up to the door of houses and thought nothing of it.

DELIGHTS OF SPRINGTIME

ing of May and June the trials and discomforts of winter

'i’i‘l”lm“‘;1 m j%mgnl of the delights of the spring and fummer mﬂ In nﬁ?t:
the sun never shone on a fairer scene thun those prairies prosented al that timg
SF vear. Miles and miles of blue-stemmed prairie grass gresteq o eye in all diree-
ligns. Relieving the monotony of the green were millions 4pon millions of the bright
hlossoms of wild strawberries. Here and there along the : eams and sometimes on
the open prairie were wild plum trees whose bloom filled the air with never4g-he.

en fragrance. It was pure delight simply to live amidst such surroundings,

CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN

Fred G. Brisbin, born In Eagle Grove in 1885, has lived here all of his life, presently
at 34 8. Commercial. He attended school here, farmed, delivered milk, and ran a
meat market, but is probably known best as a longtime stock buyer.

Fred Brishin says: I remember my fourth birthday on July 28, 1889, as clearly as

» Welived on & farm just east of Greenwood Park. My father toak my mister,
mj , and me down (o the main road to wateh the cireus come to town. It was the
famays, one-and-only Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Circus arriving in about
10horsedrawn wagons from their Clarion stand of the day before. Almost all of the
horses were dupple-gray. [ can see them and the elephants yet, It took ten or twelve
horses to pull the pole-wagon.

They came to Eagle Grove's Greenwood Park every two years on the same date
regularly after that until about 1911. Each time we usually went to the afterncon
E’hn_mnne rather than the evening one because right after supper they took down

ook tents, and then the horse tents, loaded them in wagons and started them on
way to be set up first at the next place. Watching that and all the animals in the
_h!rumuumﬂlngtwnsn show in {tself,

Whale circus toured Europe on the years in between coming here. They had
been charged for water in Eagle Grove, but one year the city charged them
Brothers said they would never come back, and they didn't. They went
0 la Fort instead and hundreds of people from here went by horse-and-
m: often rented from the livery stables, to see the circus every time it pot-

A FIRST AUTOMOBILE RIDE

ather, Hyacinth Schwenck, came to the home where
ust three nﬂlngeat of Eagle Grove in October, 1672, The
wonesota by covered wagon. Amy's father, Charlie, helped his
drive the stock along the way. They all lived in a log cabin
s m'&mért;o Vor ded immediately
Ppicture of my first .“mum|mu. As I look back, it must have
. thmm president of the Merchant's H;nﬁ
unty home is located now. Many mornings in the spring of
Wﬂrﬁduua'wm bridge and perhaps on to the Derscheid




f s at beside him, sitting stil]
v g with Jﬂwwﬁgﬂn&ﬂmmum—mdw abanker] =3 but
{5 * Often after that, he: oult m}lhimm cominy and to drive me

3 schoolhouse. kids were "green with envy." They wanted a ride b
E hm:w.‘}::ﬂﬂl’%ﬁmm o visit and inquired about me. s

Sl | il

BROADWAY CEREMONY

ARy to Eagle Grove with her family in 1882, Her fut,
mm She has had a long civic and sr:houl-ra:lalgj

Grove and still answers accurately, and without hesitation, questions
5t anything of early history. She has lived at the Hotary Ann Home

it d in : . :
ﬁ B O meber
e helped to start the public ¥, and was a long-time member ang
She was the “urh-in“cm’lﬂ&m in m:em rousing school boprd

any years, even acting as superintendent in ane emergency.

sl popular speakers on Eagle Grove lare throush
: om her written notes to tell her favorite story stric y
y allowed it to be placed on the record and here it jc.
arly days, and we were very civic-minded. Fannje
"  Club when uMmt;ln p&ﬂc&d at mlfz Mer-
Hﬂ!ﬁﬂlﬂ scially ed and pro ¢ day that we
‘watch Mr. Carlton from the waterworks plant turn

o Pt # %

, the maost

ng i a restaurant,
. Though retired, he s still

1811, As he recalls, one person
1,offered the library mzlllyng room hut

 same volunteer work for her. Mr.
Eht boys from the East aide mir-
) ;;r to the lihgrr;n?;:
a M [

s and World War [-style

s ed and asked if T would like to ride! I coylg hardiy

DUNKEING

unl#l‘llﬁ;:':-g‘ﬂ her Musband ran

ML E. A Hﬂ:g firs! holel. She lold l_hlglﬂ
“lﬂ ft mmrc “jjerally up on stilts,
e S50 il ks feet high on Hrnm:wnr" The
e a0t 1OU% 00 it and one night during
SreetS W e s hee husband balh fell olf
nard | test ol water. 1 helr
L’W.Ih[nln:’ﬁuarw from hijgh schoot
i I"Er.'zsa;m::l served the schoois Bs

'
in "n-kl ineipnl for CH | wnrﬂsr l].+':|d-
teacher Hool L& named 1o honor her.
ppwiand 3<

Mo Tuen Signaly
; r lawyer and father

4. W “mgi :,Il.ﬁrgfnlh. r:rnlsu that the
2l Evert m?nw“ Him ditfieuliy alter dark
RpSIOeWE ed one nigh! before the
afw. “: did and fell inte a ditch. along
me his riose and lace soversly and
sige. thai like his “'gopd Iriend,
aller weni-abioul afler dark carrying a
w.d. in his words, ‘sporting a
m #l-“

APFLUG FOR 50-58 Mi X 2
orce reparted thal ""There
-ﬂ-l- :{mg‘m::ﬁ an Sth strest, uslmsi;h_.-
nnfiind 2 dey slore, tiut his mr:r'lr.hdmlr:.e
was miestly conlined to a barrel which when
' and began business was (ull of
ripened ‘ol bourban, "

Howarth Schamaover eloborales by telling
that J. Johnson, old Civil War soldier, ran
sivinily lor Snith's-drug store. Part of his
ouly was |0 mbke regular trips to the round
hene o il 2 fivegallon jug with condensed
sitam -{heonly genuine saft water in town. It
vas el for “medicinal ™ purpotes ano wos
Eandy lor the man who did the mixing which
imvelved his original barrel. The “'mix’’
:;J.H;s!a a lI!lcu:I plug of ?h:wing tobacco

proportion af soft waler ang 80
By this method, the original slock “never
Eﬁu ﬂ';'tirlmln guantity less" as Mr,
hen THE HEDDON HOME
e ] western  Rallroad  wan
; i';m" migh! have gene 1hrough
o M. Hewell pave the ground
: 5, dopol, and the Oc-
m" erefore, that wam ihe
fhe Wes) Side of Eagle Grove.
b 50 gave the cily the siroet
'“'::‘l'ﬁnﬂnled that I be
ok &, oo, |hat gave
[Ewell's F-"":"-!::dnm that

. « of caurse,

uardens here until alter

o1l VEh Ground, Mr. Hewett

"f?,""‘ nm and, ;m‘ﬁ. he

Ihe property on 1 51
selling fojs, |

large and still is o

- biock lu:ll'l‘ldf.lf the

Thers, Where ces

AFINE BANGQUET
TOH_DI.-'IEH A MILLERN
The receplion and Banguet ton:

Hamer A, Miller, Dankar, last =-.mmj:r:f$n‘12

Dusiness men af the ity af Eagle Grgwe was

the most lifing testimonial that Me. Ml er

can carry with him to Des Maines of the
hanor and esteam in which he is heid

Ar suen hundred men 54l down fo the
banguel which was served al the Oeceidenial

Hatel. Landlord Inset undes whose supor

vision the altair was, had arranges things in
perfec! order. The tables were et in the
shaoe af a letler “E* and were handiomely
decarated with flowers and laliage while the
sppointments of the table were oxcellen!. in
bhe cornar of the spacious bangust hall a
platiorm had besn ouilt  ang completely
cavered with holly and palm leaves, From
his handsome retreat the music of an ex-
FGH, Eddle wes Sent spen et of

0 out over the
roam

Al 10:30 the guesls were agmitted o the
hall. Mr. Miller oceupled the seat of honor @t
the right af Ihe toastmasier with Auditor of
dtate McCorthy o the |aiter's left. The
ather npeakers were ranged aithg the head
and dldes of the table In the best positions to
be seen and heard and he other guests took
their places quickiy at the board

Rev. F. W. Ginn sald & shot't grace and the
bangue! was soon al 15 helght. The menu
comprised ten courses, |1 was golen Ug in a
modl elaborate manner and included such &
varigly af dainties az Eagle Crove hias not
spen in her hislory.. M insel personally
dirncted the serving of it and with a large
corps of wailers carried forward the work
with a master's hand, The disciussion-of the
menu consumed about {hree hours and was
mast heartily apprecinted by all.

At the conclusion of this part of the
svening’s entertainment, the rendering of a
115t of most excsilen! ipasis began, Ralph W
Hayes acting os Toastmasier.

TIMES, 1900

TWO MEN LIVE TO 101

W. E. Warnes come'ln Eagle Grove in 1884
and began a IHe of service 1o the communily
mimos! immediately as Sunday school
toacher, continulng well into his ninelles. He
served on the library board. from 1923.1a 1941
aven though he retived from the railroad in
1924 after &) ygars. He observed nnc:' that
surfacing Broadway rma(l'nm as ‘'out.
standing in his many years' here. X

Mrs. Sara Mubleman reparred an “oul-
standing’’ even! that he cauldn have ”I.I_
ficipated. In 1957 when pioneer daclor cllh
Morse died at 101 years of age, in Ihe
Friendship Havep services Mr. Warnes
“rgad' from memory 'lin a beautitul I’;”ﬁ
and steady voice all gf John |-¢lﬂ;‘ lbt :m
few incidenis In his lung acquaintanc i
Dr. Morse." She added, ™| wonder it any 850
has heard belore of 4 service where 3 ol
101 years af sge was abie to assist in sery
far a friend a lew months older than he.

Genaral Distributar

Mrs. m!m:a‘i"mn came to Eagle Geove

i 1802 with her nister and started a millinery

store...a profll wem l:-l'l:r.m na

ﬁlﬁfnfﬁdﬂ cenler where the news ol

the community was 1alhed over and prepared
for peneral distritution.”

-




T b i e
Pa (1 our & LETT
' Then we did not kn:: m"rﬁillll !gll:;
3 S (R 1o we: do. 8hd have & gugg
Tlﬂl“, 1.“

NEEDCREAMERY

Eagle Grove nesds and myst hitve 5
creamery by anothar yesr. Thiy thing of
sending aUr cream fo nelghbor ing FOWNs 1o b
chirned is poar economy, no less than 5
reflection upen our public-spiritedn B oy

enferprise, ]
Times, 1

ANSWER IT HONESTLY
Are the stalements of Eagle Grove cilizpns
Mol more Helinble Than Those of Uthar
Strangers?
This Is a vital guestjon,
It i frovght with interest o Eagle Grove,
Il permits only one answer.
It connot be evaded or ignored,
mt.n Eagle Growve citizen's stalement |s
[ 3
An utler stranger’s doubtiul,
Hame f in Ihe best proal.
{advertisament lor Doane's Kidney Pilis
soltl by Adams & Grubhs drug stoee, Esgle
Grove, which W. C. Royce, carpenter, BAVS,
@ rrlmeﬂv umi:'m m:t:. up to  fhe
representalichs made for if,"
Times-Gazetts, 190)

Library Cornorsinng
Hare| Prehm remsmbers fhal Maude Loe
(Hathaway) was her feacher when e
conmersione ol ‘the library was lald in 150
Wmittgamar:hoﬂ |ina'||ru hl_uculimr:
iﬂbﬂﬂ,_ antd placed manay in the carnerstone.
There wore many children (here.

e Sunday Afternoan Strall

Favorite Sunday allernoon excursion in
ety days was a siroll 1o the cemelery on the

ard walk that extended the entire distance.

ALWAYS MAKE LOVE
fo Wwife, Hemember she is [ust as swer!
and dainly now as when you used o hold her
H'Wiﬂﬂ:l&h'lﬂm her 'ﬁ" .Elsdm:nhh.{
! i ur =
e s s TR el i
g 0 irritable comes from Indigestion. You

. Caldwell's §
.,.;E'.}g by e &
Evoning Times, 1900

PELICANS IN FLIGHT
Sentamber 17, 1901

levin Wildin came info 1own Thiraiday
mnening with a coupie of birgs he shat an his
farrn fhe doy before out of a8 flack of ADou|
0. They were TUll grown policans e
mreastrad BI. & from lig la tipand § 1y 3 tram
tig of bill to tig of tail. The large pouches
beniralf thair Lilfs in which ey carry \har
fesd on lheir long flights were #mply.... The
fleck could easily have carried away 49
bushels of grain, L. Fothergili togk hem intp
his store whers they ware an exhibilion.

[Eagle, 1903
NON-RESIDENT TUITION AT $1.75

our school board has flked the luition of
miside students at $1.75 per month and will
graw he line rigidly as fo residence. Slutdenis
whie come inlo lown during the schoal ferms
far the purpese of attending school will be
compelled ty pay luition as nonresigents
This action of Ihe board is right and o be
cormminded.. The fuilibn is placed very low
and will have ta be paid by all not bonafice
reaidenis of the disfrict. While our board utily
cnarges 8178 per month the Des Maines
schoal charges $4.80 per monih in the high
sehoaal andd 5200 per manth in the grades

i Eagle, 1903)
"00 WHST, YOUMG Man*

Ity 1800, people in Wright County felt, along
with mott lgwans, the dire need of aliracline
mare saltlers, Lol native-born Americans
and lereigners. J. M. Stevensan prepared
trpical bodklel to present “the many in.
ducemients 1hat the West holds out.,*

{Roberi O, Blue tyged o copy Irom the
crigingsl and pressated it o Ihe Public
Litrary in 1543.)

Aller 8 comprehiensive, olien humeorcus,
account of the history and the "benelils ang
tlessings" passibie. o warning was issued Y1g
Ihet itler or the individual wha i oo much of
2 genlleman to pul his hand 1o the plow, er
ha comtiders himsell above faming an
neies| dollar by the sweat of his brow, or (he
PRGN wha lnkes 1he world easy and says it
fwes him a living and ha is bound 1o have |1,

K ar no wurk; or the foe who Ihinks he
Ihe manipulation of the barber
drac 20a MUSE have his hair artistically
ﬁ;!,_lun. his boals highly pol{shed, his neck-

0 |Ust 5o, and his nmﬁu neatly brushed
ma his & rance even {hough
5 | ﬂ_l#ldﬂ“!.‘l‘f to all such as
® peogle of Wright ty say, heep
We don't wanl you, have no

for shy such; itis men wha are nat
a i man who consider il ng

.h;.ﬁl-llrl off ihelr coats and go af

¥ find to da by which ey
it dollar; men with s

"Timm" .
' County,-a county itedtined jo
masi Touy aning ot
Past history is one of
Mocthead wrols
one urfldﬁ‘ ﬁrl_'::

'y lalr

time 2

"Ma. tnany at them start,
+ "Muriher, | have 1a
do same studying at ihe library lnmuﬂl'?'

(Eagint, 1wz1)

¥ slaries Eways glart, Once upon a

J'Jurrur- (19310 Engiet )

A ernplaver . We cand ! girk i

:;:; rucl:;--,- lor fowe hur“mﬂl‘::]r? T
EmMpiayer . Wail, we're i

Dul we've anly tried mm“;?!mlﬂ';n; e

“She clalma he was 3 lowr | i
o wur detier man in

"He wat--Y . M.CA"

[Eaglel, 93]
NEVER EXPLAING Your :‘rlmmlgm*l need
1 and your enermles won't belisve you
Anyway
(Sup't. C. L. MeDowell's difice malle)

Passenger: What makes Thik Irain so slgw™
Irate conductor: 11 you don " like i, gat ptt
and winlh

Passenger: | would, only 1'm’ ngl ennached
until train time..

COMPOSITION ADDUT LiEE:
Lite I5 8 four letfer word, Thres faurths of
I is “ie"™ and one-half is i
(Eaglet, 19361
I8 ol 1'moa@ Hitle sttt frem LTV
nd bay: Oh, | Ihadoght you were brom Vin-
cenl.

Ihe latest Scaleh footbail yedl:
GET THAT QUARTERBACK.

Miin‘s hair Turns gray bielore woman's.
That's known in every cllme
The- explanalion’s eaty. Inr
Mi wears nis all the time.
(Eaglet, 122}

“Are you the same barber who was herse

jmsl titse | had & halrcit 3"
“Iden® Ihink so. | wasn'l here a year ago, "'
(Esglet. W)

[DRAMATIC CLIMAX IN CLASS PLAY]-
(1e09) .

“Whaen last | saw yau, yau wore short hair
and long drekses."

Illlﬂﬂ!:n‘ﬂ'ﬂllb s
E. Uriggs, . wWas Prolessor
Fujlﬁ‘llr::‘ll Echngﬂ al 5. U. I in 190 and
telephoned Jack Logan, Eagie Orove
superinlendent ol schools, lo recommend 2
yolrg groduate mssistanl  receiving. his
TS g s
Yol 1 w.
uwgmmmmhumw
g

5 of & Grow
R, Back St At e o
steamers on the Bogne River as proof that it
was navigable,

£r mda: ! m"n:wnm' church
mmls.i:: ' 'hl'l:k.hia_q!i_u_lﬂstrw
Hﬂﬁmﬂlr Enrg_qrm;




handsame library building in
of & lave lor

tor e and cullure
pioneer seitiers of the Eagle Grove

the 1s1 booss were Qifts irom

private libraries, Perhaps the earjiest
collection al booka
called

r here ihal was
a library was & Bach Grove near

T80 volumes., which on Jimnrr 1L 1902, were
inslalled in ihe Masonic receplion room an
Ihe lirst genuinely free public library ol
Eagle Grove"

The commimity meeting approach was as
poputar at the turn of the cenlury as it s
_M"- Mr.  Schalller reporied thal

February 18, 1902, about one huntired of pur
.:,::m men asiembled a1 a

opera house, for the special

} ol rm!ﬂ-vmmm tor the public
Wit subscribed al

\ . ‘ence lor the library project.

v

LIBRARY HISTORY

The council approved an application 1
submil the question of establishing ang
mainiaining @ free public library 1o thp

& and ihe issue carried by a large
majorily.

Finding the right person in the righ! place
to help was the nex! sfep. Mr. Andrew Car
negie was making donatiens 1o enterpriting
groups to establish libraries
Therstore, somedie approached him directiy
and thraugh Col. Henderson. than spoaker of
the House of Represenialives. In April, 15903,
M. Carnegie offered fo donate $10.000 for the
erection of 2 bullding upon the usbal lerms gf
lurnishing a proper slte and continuing
umrr of at least 51000 a yvar

yar Schalller appointed a library board
of trustees, iIncluding himsell, and Mrs. Belle
Miller, libraclan of the various calleciions
hunared forty signers pledged a toral
ﬂca-.“- same in labor and books Equality
Club teg doy ralsed funds. An architec! was
engaged, and il waa passible tu lay the cor
nersione on June 20, 19, with the Han
Johnathan P. Dolliver delivering the ad
dreda. The bullding wes completed that
summer and lowa Governor A. 0. Cummins
spoke at the dedicallon ceremonles in the
Mathedist Church on September 15

The lax support remained unoer 13,000
wnlil 100, under 55000 unill mid-1950s, ana
ihe building remained the same lor almoest 50
years, Then a longrange plan ol major
Iimprovemenis bBegan wilh complele
redecoration. and new fioor covering,
lighting syalem, fron! door, furnilure and
blinds upstairs.

Exterior cleaning, community room
remodeling, Iren! canapy and &ir
conditioning followed, The appropriation
pradually reached 313,000 and stabilired.
more or less,
mlliuwnr. there is more early history fo

——— pption gave
wer and Evening ecoepiw '
A book 3hT

a chance .lo inipect the new

r‘:::{:ﬂr-'s'rn;:iw was served by dillerent

[! 2 i o vg were orofuse
floral decorations

on, and aith the o

:::’I McCall enferiained

nol there is any conc
;'::Ingmz{ the relptive values, the fruit lor
ihe lrappe coal 11.89, but Ihe plancia rental
cont $1.080,

Thraughout the year
the acene of ather pudlic EvEr

was an Easler “sociatie” F*- I
f ThroL

ara
in 1904 There was an ""Even

::diggS' (Riley) one yoar. a celetration
ine 100Ih anniversay of Andrew Larnegie s
bicihaday, and two exhibits of local artisls
years opart in 1¥53 the commi ¥
calebratect the (iflieth anniversary ol ihe
dutdication ol the |ibracy t honored AMes
Will Fisher in 1959 when :
fibrary irustiee. Inrecent yoa i
have been lealures ol Dook Weeak a
Wenk

Uver the years the wors! |ibrary bullding
irovbies have come rom bath the lap and
battom--literaliy. Keeping a dry rool over
thelr heads occupied much ard meeting
fime almas! from the beginning. and bills Tor
ropalrs were quile regular and prediciable. A
new roal in 1985 fortunately. iz shill
salistactory

ry has besn
1 1905 1he
an elaburate
a 25 cent
3 Yiora
wilth
ol

ra M Lik

Troutin &t the boltom caused, the
disastrous exglosion in 1940 when gas leaked
nka the building hrough an  abandoned
steam line and exploded

Mrs. D. L. Miller resigned her position as
frusiee and accepled thal al ligrarian in 1902
Provisionally. She wanted 'n be free to resign
M A monins; she remained until 1913, Then
Miss Elsle Dann promised tn be librarcian
enily until @ “‘regular’ one could be lound. She
Stayed until 1920, Only two olhers, Mrs. A, F
Lukensmeyer and Mrs. Gearge Palne, ssrved
as llorariphs belore 1981

s g
in furnishings and arrangemen

and continued Lo late 1960s.
~ Staff pictured from left to righ

; . General view of
¢+ L. Smith, K. Kluver, F. Thorson, H. Jorstad, C.

LT Miller's first library helper her
i neighbor Marie Stultz, (Mrs

twn| v yRar

"Aarie Johnson) (5 still an avid reader and
till visits he Eagle Grove library eas!
oncCeE a4 Week

There have been 17 sliudent and 12 adult

y of the library. Mra
HMarriett Jorstad were
short periods in the (ale

the trustees have
lonalism. in 1904
ry Comminsion
them. Early
d the Ilowa Library
somelimed the American
in W17 they Started
state meslings

K a dramatic and lar

sho Ve
they employed
member o cia

uarters In Mason
own o 58 now and
ed lo changing needs
wilh remarkalie speag and sase

The Eguality Clutr mamtained the library
AL A Maor nany years. it fur
nished the room and held s
meetings there. |1 gave the tirs! frees and
Lhrubls i . and made gther contribulions
in ¥, rsonited the Moneer Woman
plague a gawve 3300, the procesds of Ihe
vary successful [yoeuin series which It had
1 red for 34 years. That amount with
wplied in 1058 o the
5 I library furniture
coks have been given in memaory
psed membera
er clubs have made fine gifts of
boghs, furniiure, framed plciures, magazine
subscriptiens, and money even though the
liorary has een their majer project. All
have added greatly te the guality af the
library

Mr. Jobn R, Smith and Miss Eisle Dann
sach lefl §1,000 bequests. Many individuals
and organizations have presented memorial
oaks. This continuing interest carries on he
spiril which mativaled the early lounders

mnieres! act
purchase o
Sin 1947 ¢

un-.rig interior shows major changes
¢ became librarian in 104




: PUBLIC OFFICIALS Public Library Sources of

| greaeas
] {5 < - 3 f
_ + ircars, LIS Eagle Grove History
&% Sérved as presideni .
+ 4 indicales llzgallop:ﬂ'tlrm
when  nine-mem was
bt CINER) Allas of State of lowa, 1075
+ J. R. Smith 150212 4+ J. H. Howell 1902 Mes, E. D. Mireah 1T’DI-IL‘r O .
++ Ev -.-i C. Platt w12 B 4+ Mrs. R M, Smallpage Hirttsall, Hon, B, P., editor, Histery of WHGHT Coieitys e 1618
I Mrt, O, A Young 190110 CH Merse TR02.70 i i
Schaliter 1903.14 +"+ deurg.u m#ﬂ m o ??JE“"“";JE? JHingraphical Record and Portralt Album af
Mas. It + M. ar
- + Mrs. E. D, Carler 194944 | Hamilten and Wright Counties, lowa, 1880
Mrs. . W. Hayes ?“El Mes. Lyl Laidner m‘;:; |
Mrs, CE. Hansen 1902 + M. C, G. Loux + b nf ey
Rev. 'E‘Tl'lh_r 1. ) Gertand City of Eagle Grove, Revised Ordinances, 1920 and 1044: City Code, 1064
10 T. &, las %0702
Mes- . W, Henneterry 191032 Gearge Cariion 1903 06 S :
Mm.lulj f -1| . imn ?v“éjivi' utlr?';;n’lt-n istory of the Origin ol the Place Names, 1908
o 1 . - . E. Warnes A

+ m Ever %‘%ﬂ e + Husaell Blue 199142 I e S

| et Jo M s e Farang et | owa Proas Association, Who's Who in fowa, 1040

) *- e SN 3 I [F134] ; ' 3 : .
Lysie Wilson 1987.. . Rﬂ" A”_“’E.“ﬁné’.‘:"l"fm_ Paine, Nathaniel Baker, Pioneer foems, 199

Standard Atlas of Wright County, 1012

» Eagle Grove Eagle

e T
! Stevenson, J. H., History and Busineas Direct i
Miss Elsie Dbnn 1913.30 Abbje (Mrs, A. F.) Lukenameyer T e i
i y 193057 Baund volumes of Eagle Grove Eagle
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lowa Dfficial Registers
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Project only a | conzsider 1hig
ive In Gmﬂuhﬁ“m‘:‘"f' We hope that it wij|

readers fo
recolloctions Grmwm
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1 ‘:J:n nlace, in some form, snmm:h:'oﬂ
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LIBRARY SERVICE
in Eagle Grove, low:
BEGINS
114

401 West Broadway

But four walls do not alibeary maolee,
Nor is truth on every page—

YOUR LIBRHAHY PROVIDES —

Freedom to read, o search for facts, to wonder, to think—
Freedom to explore what man has been, what he (8 and whal he can become

YOUR LIBRARY SERVICE STARTS with —
Books Magazines Newspapers Pamphlets Clippings Photo-Copying
Hecords Film Lists A Community Mesting-Hootm
IT GROWS through —
Requests from patrons Hotating Collections Purchases Gifts
IT BTIMULATES —
Imagination in pre-school stery hours
Yearwound reading through children's summer programs
Sharing of Ideas and cresative problem-solving in discussion groups
IT GOES BEYOND FOUR WALLS by —

Joining 68libraries in North lowa Libeary Extension (NILE)
Borrowing from other libraries by mail, telephone and teletype { TWX)
Providing speakers, ideas and materials for programs and clubs
Offering framed prints for enjoyment at home

Lending games which add the dimension of fun to learning

LIBRARY SERVICE BOUNDARIES EXPAND as
PEOPLE ENLARGE THEIR HORIZONS. and
DRAW UPON LIBRARY RESOURCES

HAVE YOU BROADENED YOUR HORIZONS LATELY?

mmwmn&thmmm ?
Such gifts in Eagle Grove started with Andrew Carnegie's ﬂﬂm&ﬂnpﬂ
- They perpetuate the memory of the donor and the person named and are of
- Outright gifts and ones in memory have con-

excellence and appearance of your library.




